PROLOGUE

We dedicate this volume to James A. Parr, President of the Cer-
vantes Society of America, fulfilling a debt of honor long overdue.
For his volume Don Quixote: An Anatomy of Subversive Discourse
has firmly directed the conceptions of a whole generation of Cer-
vantistas, leading them gently to the core of scholarly proceedings,
discussing patiently almost a hundred and forty books and articles
on the Quixote published mainly in the preceding decade!.

Parr elucidates their point of depart, principal aims and results,
pointing mildly at the shortcomings of the scholarly methods
employed in each case. There can be no doubt that we all owe the
sound and steady progress of Cervantine studies in large measure to
his gentle, careful, and highly effective advice. And sound advice was
needed urgently in a time when almost every year there appeared
new theories. Not to be misunderstood, the theories of Roman
Jakobson on linguistics and poetics are fundamental for the under-
standing of literature, especially with respect to such a sophisticated
novel as the Quixote. The difference, however, is obvious. In the case
of a sound, well-founded theory there is nothing to discuss. You
may consider whether for your specific problem it is applicable, use-
ful or not, and act accordingly.

Instead the theories that swamped the humanities in the 1980s
and 1990s have an open structure. They are not designed to enhance
the understanding of literature; rather, it would seem that they strive
mainly to attract a curious audience to the conferences where they
are discussed. In other words, the more eccentric, the better. Absurd
theories boomed, every scatter-brain was welcome to contribute his
nonsensical variation. Serious work, like Parr’s » Anatomy«, was not
welcomed as it should have been in such a context. He too has
recourse to selected theories, but always as propaedeutic to under-
standing and appreciation of the text, never as an end in themselves.
Today, after almost twenty years of lunatic bustle, the nightmare has
come to an end, leaving behind a disastrous situation. Fortunately,








